Arctic tower unto the Criere, were the fair great libraries
in Greek, Latin, Hebrew, French, Italian, and Spanish,
respectively distributed in their respective cantons,
according to the diversity of these languages. In the midst
there was a wonderful winding stair, the entry whereof
was without the house, in a vault or arch, six fathoms
broad. It was made in such symmetry and largeness that
six men-at-arms, with their lances in their rests, might to-
gether in a breast ride all up to the very top of all the
palace. From the tower Anatole to the Mesembrine were
spacious galleries, all coloured over and painted with the
ancient prowesses, histories, and descriptions of the
world. In the midst thereof there was likewise such
another ascent and gate, as we said there was on the
river side,

RABELAIS (Trans. URQUHART)

TUDOR HOUSES
The greatest part of our building in the cities and good
towns of England consisted! only of timber; for as yet
few of the houses of the commonalty (except here and
there in the West country towns) are made of stone,
although they may (in my opinion) in divers other places
be builded so good cheap of the one as of the other. . . .
Our houses are commonly strong and well timbered (so
that in many places there are not above four, six, or nine
inches between stud and stud), so, in the open and
champaign countries they are forced, for want of stuff, to
use no studs at all, but only frankposts, raisins^ beans,
prickposts, groundsels, summers (or domants), transoms,
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